




Annual Report    20 14-20 15 �

Let ter f rom the Chairman  
and the Execut ive Director

N
is

an
 C

h
av

k
in

This year brought some great news to Illinois. In August, Governor Rauner signed House Bill 

(HB) 4025 into law which requires that Illinois high school students complete a semester-long 

civics course. 

The law focuses on what students will learn and how they will learn it in a way that CRFC has 

championed for many years. In addition to government institutions, the course must include 

“the discussion of current and controversial issues, service learning, and simulations of the 

democratic process.” The most inspiring and intellectually challenging forms of civic education 

will no longer be limited to students in honors or elective programs—but will reach all students 

regardless of their academic level. While each school district will de�ne the particular content 

for their students, the law establishes that this civics course, like the democracy it serves, is 

designed to bring the best we know to every student. 

CRFC will work closely with the Illinois Civic Mission Coalition to support the implementation 

of this legislation over the coming years. The new law builds on what CRFC has been doing 

for over four decades. We encourage young people to think through a problem and open their 

minds to different perspectives and positions. We challenge students to apply this knowledge 

through case studies, mock trials, and interactive discussions in the classroom with practicing 

lawyers, judges, law students, community advocates, civic and business leaders, and elected 

of�cials. We support students so they can put ideas into action and experience the frustrations 

and the triumphs of self-government. We help them learn �rsthand what it means to live in and 

be part of our democracy. 

CRFC is grateful to all those who help us realize this work: the hundreds of teachers who 

have welcomed us into their classrooms; the hundreds of attorneys who travel to classrooms 

throughout the city and suburbs to engage and challenge young minds; the many partners 

who have generously given their time, attention and expertise to the thousands of students we 

have reached; and the individuals and law �rms, corporations and foundations, agencies and 

coalitions who provide �nancial support for our mission. 

We are responsible for helping the next generation to learn what government of the people, 

by the people, for the people truly means. Real civics requires opportunities for students to 

understand, deliberate, and address the issues that face our democracy. They need our support 

so they can build the America of the future. 

Thank you for working with CRFC to meet the needs of tomorrow’s citizens. 

j

Chair, Board of Directors Executive Director

B
en

ja
m

in
 G

h
es

s







Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago6

Funders & Cont ributors

Thank you to our supporters, without whom CRFC could not do its vital work. Your investment ensures that 

children and teachers have access to high-quality civic education that strengthens democracy one classroom at a time.

This list re�ects donations received from January 2014 to June 2015.

$50,000+
Brinson Foundation

Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation

Stuart Family Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
Exelon

Filippini Law Firm

Kapnick Foundation

Donald L. Mrozek

Polk Bros. Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Corboy & Demetrio, P.C.

DLA Piper LLP (US)

Emil J. and Marie D. 
Kochton Foundation

Paula J. Morency

Paul E. Dengel

EY

GE

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP

Amanda Massucci and 
Mike Wokosin

Sonya D. Naar

Navigant

Schiff Hardin LLP

Spencer Foundation

The Northern Trust Company

Chicago Bar Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Accenture

Anonymous

Nisan and Sarah Chavkin

Chicago Tribune Foundation

Dentons

Foley & Lardner LLP

Freeborn & Peters LLP

Benjamin Ghess

William J. Gibbons

Holland & Knight LLP

Hoogendoorn & Talbot LLP

Jenner & Block LLP

LexisNexis

Patricia L. McCarthy

Missouri Bar

Motorola Solutions 
Foundation

Much Shelist, P.C.

Carolyn and Peter Pereira

Sidley Austin LLP

The Baila Foundation

W. W. Grainger, Inc.

James S. Whitehead

$2,500-$4,999
AT&T

Baker & McKenzie LLP

Darryl M. and Lisa Bradford

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Steven M. and Donna Elrod

Gary S. Feinerman

Shanin T. Fuller

Ingredion Incorporated

John J. and Elisabeth 
K. Lewis

McDonald’s Corporation

Perkins Coie LLP

Craig A. Roeder

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP

Georgia L. Vlamis

$1,000-$2,499
Kathy Bell

David and Mena Boulanger

Morton and Beverly Chethik

Renee and Frank Citera

Patrick M. Collins

Constitutional Rights 
Foundation

Alexander and Jill Dimitrief

Victor P. Filippini, Jr.

Lorna Filippini-Mulliken

GE Foundation

Terri Hanrahan

Diana E. Hess

Margaret A. Hickey

JAMS

John Juarez

Rachel Kaplan

Andrew A. Kassof

Katten & Temple LLP

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

James A. Klenk

Thomas P. and Lynn 
LaFrance

Bennett W. Lasko

Gordon B. Nash, Jr. and 
Roseanne Nash

Martin O’Donnell

Reed Smith LLP

Jeffrey R. Tone

Tressler LLP

Andrew W. Vail

Dan K. Webb

$500-$999
Jaime Anglada

Steven L. Bashwiner

William J. Bauer

Myles D. Berman

Dan Boho

Ruben Castillo

Cengage Learning

Michael D. Freeborn

Martin A. Gradman

Elizabeth Herrington

Fred Huetter

Helen and James Lewis

Elizabeth Marcus

Mendelsohn Legal Inc.

David E. Mendelsohn

David A. Moes

Lisa M. Noller

James D. Parsons

Dennis F. Regan

Stephen A. Schiller

Erica S. Sitkoff

R. Ryan Stoll

Diane P. Wood

David N. Yellen

Up to $500
Carolyn Aberman

Elizabeth Adkins

Michelle Amore

Karl Anderson

Jane Angelis

Anonymous

Anne Auten

Cesar Barradas

Paul P. Biebel

Mary Bird-Murphy

Joshua Boggioni

Nicholas Boggioni

Keith Bornstein

Patricia Bradley

Chad Brandt

John Brennan

Donna Brown

Robin L. Brown

Steven Bruehl

Mark Buettner

Christopher Busse

Alison Butler

Kevin Campbell

Franklin A. and 
Doralu Chanen

Robert S. Chavkin

CNA

Arlene Coleman

Jeffrey D. Colman and 
Nancy C. Loeb

Gail Cotterman

Barbara Flynn Currie

Richard Danaher

Stathy Darcy

William Darcy

Donald Davis

Anita and Sam Dellaria

Mike DeVito

Dennis Donoghue

Peter Donoghue

Mark Durbin

Ryanne Easley

Harriet Wilson Ellis

Diane Farwick

James Feldman

Eileen Felson

Lane Fenrich

Thomas R. Fitzgerald

Louis Fogel

Terri Garland

Betsy Gates

Robert A. Glaves

Kathleen Gorzen

Pamela Hanebutt

Thomas Harris

Skip Harsch

Adam Heenan

Nancy Hertel

Scott Hiles

Mary Huske

James A. Huttenhower

Cheryl Istvan

Jackson Lewis LLP

Qasim Jami

Suzanne Johnson & 
John Karazim II

Fay Katlin

Colby Kingsbury

David Larkin

Elaine Lev

Norm Libman

Robert Lifton

Alexander Lourie

Chris Lynch

Alex Mahler

Michael Mangan

Anastasia Marakis

Robert T. Markowski

Dan May

William McGarr

Robert C. Mesle

Mark Mesle

William Morain

Gwendolyn Morales

Louise Motel

Steven Mullooly

Ellen Oh

Lisa Oppenheim

P.R.P. Wine International Inc

Larry Pahl

Michael Pakter

Todd Patterson

Kelly Pecak

Sheila Pont

James L. Quinlivan

John Rathbun

Chris Raymond

Philip Roden

Nelson Rosario

Sherry and David Rothenberg

Donald Ruhman

John Paul Ryan

Donald Schaumberger

Christopher W. Schmidt

Michael Scodro

Chuck Sennet

Deborah Shortridge

Diana Shulla-Cose

Louise Silberman

Laurel R. Singleton

Robert S. Spadoni

Karen Spahr-Thomas

James Staros

Joel Stern

Street Law, Inc.

Barry Sullivan

Carolyn Sullivan

Michael Murphy Tannen

Charles W. Thomason

Colleen Thompson

Ameri Uchida

Frank Valadez

Ruchi Verma

Alan Wallis

Christopher Wheat 

Cornell A. Wilson III

June Winnie

Esther Yahnig

If we have inadvertently omitted 
your name, let us know and 
please accept our apologies.
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20 14 20 13

Unrestricted
Temporarily 

Restricted
Total Unrestricted

Temporarily 

Restricted
Total

Revenue

Grants — $232,100 $232,100 — $335,563 $335,563

Cont ribut ions $83,374 1,475 84,849 $32,728 — 32,728

Dues and fees 63,081 — 63,081 82,988 — 82,988

Interest  and dividends 97 — 97 142 — 142

Publicat ion sales 3,369 — 3,369 1,286 — 1,286

Fundraisers 250,358 — 250,358 219,599 — 219,599

Donated services 308,950 — 308,950 285,600 — 285,600

Miscellaneous income — — — 1,646 — 1,646

Net  assets released f rom rest rict ions 320,002 (320,002) — 316,158 (316,158) —

Tot al Suppor t  and Revenue 1,029,231 (86,427) 942,804 940,147 19,405 959,552

Expenses

Program services 923,339 — 923,339 833,177 — 833,177

General and administ rat ive 153,233 — 153,233 265,590 — 265,590

Fundraising 151,092 — 151,092 144,621 — 144,621

Tot al Expenses 1,227,664 — 1,227,664 1,243,388 — 1,243,388

Revenue over (under) expenses (198,433) (86,427) (284,860) (303,241) 19,405 (283,836)

Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments 24,424 27,220 51,644 49,689 57,038 106,727

Increase (decrease) in net  assets (174,009) (59,207) (233,216) (253,552) 76,443 (177,109)

Net  asset s

Beginning of  year 546,729 946,542 1,493,271 800,281 870,099 1,670,380

End of  year $372,720 $887,335 $1,260,055 $546,729 $946,542 $1,493,271

These �nancial statements were abstracted from the organization’s December 31, 2014 �nancial statements, which were audited by Ringold Financial Management 

Services. Because the information does not include all disclosures required by the U.S. generally accepted accounting principals, it does not purport to present 

the organization’s �nancial condition or results. A copy of the audited �nancial statements will be provided upon written request to the organizational of�ce.

St atement  of  Act ivit ies (Years ended December 31, 20 14 and 20 13)
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